
Grade 8 Home Language – Grens High School 
 

1. WORD STRUCTURE: 

PREFIXES 

A. Add the correct prefix to the front of each base word to make a new word (dis, non, un). 

1. zip    un + zip = unzip______ 

2. honest __________________________ 

3. fat ______________________________ 

4. agree ___________________________ 

5. ripe ______________________________ 

6. pleasant ________________________ 

7. stop ___________________________ 

8. respect __________________________ 

9. fair _____________________________ 

10. obey ____________________________ 

 

B. Use the words you made above to complete each sentence. 

1. Haley knew it was _______________________ to copy her sister's homework. 

2. Luke could not _______________________ his jacket. 

3. Claire ate some _______________________ yogurt before going for a run. 

4. Gloria did not tolerate _______________________ from anyone. 

5. Phil worked _______________________ on his project. 

6. Cameron and Mitchell _______________________ about everything. 

7. Jay had an _______________________ time at the party. 

8. Manny would never _______________________ his mother. 

9. Lily ate the banana even though it was still _______________________. 

10. Alex felt her teacher was being _______________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUFFIXES 

A suffix is a word part that is added to the end of a base word. A suffix usually changes the 

meaning of the word. 

 

Examples: 

The suffix -able means "able to be." 

The suffix -ment means "the act of." 

The suffix -ness means "being." 

 

Circle the correct suffix to go with each base word. Then use the new word in a sentence. 

1. depend -able/ -ment/ -ness  

Sentence: ___________________________________________________________________ 

2. sad -able/ -ment/ -ness  

Sentence: ___________________________________________________________________ 

3. amaze -able/ -ment/ -ness  

Sentence: ___________________________________________________________________ 

4. manage -able/ -ment/ -ness  

Sentence: ___________________________________________________________________ 

5. soft -able/ -ment/ -ness  

Sentence: ___________________________________________________________________ 

6. accept -able/ -ment/ -ness  

Sentence: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



ROOTS 

A word root is a word or word part that contains the basic meaning of the word. The meaning 

can be changed by combining two or more roots or by adding prefixes and suffixes. Knowing the 

meaning of roots can help you understand new words.    

 

Complete each word tree by taking words with the correct roots from the box. Underline the root in 

each word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

autograph bicycle cyclone graphite microphone paragraph photograph 

recycle symphony telephone unicycle xylophone  

graph 
(write/ 
draw)

cycle 
(circular)

bicycle

phon 
(sound)



2. ADJECTIVES 

Fill in the comparative and superlative forms of the following adjectives. 

 

1. old → older → oldest 

2. bad → ? → ? 

3. difficult → ? → ? 

4. large → ? → ? 

5. good → ? → ? 

6. big → ? → ? 

7. easy → ? → ? 

8. much → ? → ? 

9. little → ? → ? 

10. interesting → ? → ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. SENTENCE TYPES 

There are four types of sentences: 

Statement sentence: gives information, facts or opinions.  Ends with a full stop. (declarative) 

The plant is green. 

Question sentence: asks a question.  Ends with a question mark. (interrogative) 

Do I have to water the plant? 

Command sentence: gives commands.  Always starts with a verb.  Can start with ‘please’.  
Ends with a full stop or an exclamation mark. (imperative) 

Water the plant. 
Water the plant! 

Exclamation sentence: expresses emotion.  Ends with an exclamation mark. (exclamatory) 

I love this plant! 

 

Activity 1: Identify and label each sentence as a statement, question, command or exclamation. 

Example: I love cats! Exclamation 

1. Where is my shovel? 

2. This is the most beautiful lawn I have ever seen. 

3. Please pass the lemonade. 

4. My arms ache from digging the flower beds! 

5. It takes hard work to plant all these flowers. 

6. Could you please give me the hose? 

7. I am going to climb that tree. 

8. The view from the top of this tree is amazing. 

9. I cant get down! 

10. Please help me to climb down this tree. 

 

Activity 2: Identify and label each sentence as a statement, question, command or exclamation.  

Write the correct punctuation mark after each sentence. 

Example: The blue water in Greece is beautiful → statement, full stop 

1. This summer, my family will travel to Greece 

2. I am so excited 

3. Do you know where Greece is 

4. Greece is home to many archaeological monuments 

5. You should read Greek mythology 

6. Greek mythology is full of adventures and legends 

7. Hercules, Achilles and Perseus are all legends found in Greek mythology 

8. Reading mythology will get you excited about travelling 

9. Would you enjoy a trip to Greece 

10. Come with us 



4. SPELLING RULES 

1. the "i before e except after c" rule 

( i before e rule) believe, achieve, (except after c),receive, ceiling (but not when c is sounded like 

sh) ancient, proficient 

not when sounded like 'a' ) eight, beige 

 

2. Changing "y" to "ies" 

When the word ends in a vowel + y just add ‘s’ 

key → keys 

 

If the word has a consonant before the ‘y’: 

take off the ‘y’ and add ‘ies’ 

baby → babies 

 

3. Adding -es to words ending in -s, -ss, -z -ch -sh -x 

bus→ buses 

watch → watches 

box → boxes 

quiz → quizzes 

 

4. 1:1:1 doubling up rule 

When a word has one syllable + 1 vowel next to 1 consonant we double up the final consonant with 

a vowel suffix: 

sit - sitter, big - biggest, tap - tapping, shop - shopper 

 

5. Drop the ‘e’ rule 

We usually drop the final silent "e" when we add vowel suffix endings, for example: 

 

write + ing → writing 

hope + ed = hoped 

 

6. Changing the "y" to "i" when adding suffix endings. 

beauty+ful > beauti+ful =beautiful 

happy + ness = - happiness 



7. "-f" to "-ves"  

calf - calves 

knife - knives 

 

Some words ending in -f add -s: 

chief - chiefs 

roof - roofs 

 

8. Words ending in -ful 

The suffix –FUL is always spelt with one L, for example: 

 

grate + ful = grateful 

faith + ful = faithful 

 

9. Adding -ly 

 

When we add -ly to words ending in -ful then we have double letters 

gratefully 

faithfully 

 

We also add -ly to words ending in 'e' 

love + ly = lovely 

like + ly = likely 

 

BUT not truly (true + ly) This is a common misspelled word. 

 

10. When we add "all" to the beginning of words we drop the l 

all + so = also 

all + most = almost 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 1: Correct the spelling mistakes in the following paragraph. 

Martha walked down the streat with a smile on her fase. She had just left werk and was looking 

forward to a nice warm meel at home. The whether was nice today, and not a single cloud had 

hidden the son. Her husband had bought there house last year, and they still hadn ' t finished 

unpacking. Walking to the dore, she unlocked it with her kee. The dog greeted her with a bark and 

a wagging tale. 

Activity 2: Rewrite the following words with their correct spelling. 

1. modren 

2. etiquite 

3. carreer 

4. favouraite 

5. whealthy 

6. attractes 

7. northen 

8. tutourial 

9. buisness 

10. ciggar 

11. fullfillment 

12. accomodation 

13. avaliable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. PUNCTUATION 

Activity 1 

 

Activity 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 5 

 

 


